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A: This is err John Goodyear here at Tesco err in Stafford and I am joined today 
by Mr. Chris Lowe. Hello, Chris!  
 

B: Hello to you!  
 

A: Err, Chris, we’re going to start off by asking you err your name, your full name 
and your date of birth.  
 

B: Christopher John Lowe. Date of birth is the  Nineteen Thirty-Seven 
(1937).  
 

A: Thank you very much, Chris. And you were telling me in your conversations 
before that er you were in the National Service. Could you just tell us the story 
in terms of the run-up to you joining the National Service?  
 

B: I was at school in Newcastle-Under-Lyme in Staffordshire in 1956 and finished 
in July, erm, became an ice cream salesman for Walls for about three weeks 
‘till they found out I was eating more than the product than selling it. And, er, 
then I got my call-up papers, saying you must report to the 75th Training 
Regiment, Royal Army Corp, Royal Armed Corps, in Catterick, which turned 
out to be the Royal Scots Greys. There I did five weeks of basic training and 
then because I had been in the school cadet force and, err, reached the rank of 
Under Officer in the, in the cadets, I was asked if I wanted to put my name 
down for officer training and I decided I might as well. Erm, I did that and was 
selected by the unit err as being a potential officer and then spent another ten 
weeks at Catterick learning to drive tanks err and to erm use tank radios before 
being sent to the War Office Selection Board err down in Wiltshire and I passed 
the War Office Selection Board and eventually I, I, I was selected for officer 
training. I wanted to go in the infantry, and where I was, was in the tanks; 
nobody knew quite what to do about swooping to the infantry, so I hung around 
Catterick until somebody discovered that all you had to do was give me a 
telegram saying “Report to the Officer Cadet School” at Chester, at Eton Hall 
and I did that. And in January 1957, I became an Officer Cadet. 16 weeks later, 
in April 1957, I passed out as a Second Lieutenant, err and was gazetted to the 
county regiment, The North Staffordshire Regiment and posted err to the first 
battalion, which, at the time, had come back from Hong Kong and was waiting 
at Lichfield to go out to Germany, so err I joined the battalion, and we set out 
by train and then by sea on the Empire Parkston from Harwich to the Hook of 
Holland and then to Minden, a famous err battle site of the British Army of the 
eighteenth century, but there was still a number of barracks in Minden and err 
the North Staffords were settled into one of the barracks there and became 
members of 11th brigade in Fourth Infantry Division, as it was then was. 
Shortly afterwards, they dropped infantry and it became the fourth division. And 
so, I was, err I had my platoon of forty men, and happily set out being an 
infantry officer err for what I thought was the next 18 months, but one day I was 
asked by the adjutant if I’d ever thought of err cashing in on my time as the 



school… the editor of the school magazine. “Why?” I said: it was because the 
general, who was General Reggie Hewittson, a general of fourth division, err 
had a particular baby of his, and that was his regimental magazine, which 
naturally was called The Quadrant, being fourth division. Erm, Reggie 
Hewittson was very keen on this because he wanted the division and the units 
to feel that they knew about each other and they were much more of a family 
than you would normally get in disparate units in a big force of 20,000 men like 
a division. So, he wanted this to draw people together and to tell each other’s 
stories. Well, I thought it sounded like a good idea at the time, and went for an 
interview, er, er about thirty miles from err Minden at a barracks in Herford, 
which was the headquarters of the Fourth Division. And I met there a Royal 
Army Education Corps Major, Harry Oakes, who later became Colonel Oakes. 
He was in charge of all the education core activities in the division, one of 
which he’d been hoisted on, was to become the Editor of The Quadrant, and 
he needed somebody to do the actual editing because he was far too busy 
doing other things. I was duly taken on and, and I moved across to Herford 
around about err end of August 1957.  
 

A: We have a number of these Quadrant erm editions in front of us. Erm, what 
sort of memories does this bring back for you, Chris, looking at these err 
magazines now?  
 

B: Well, erm, they were, they were interesting times. I mean never, erm, erm, 
apart from the school magazine I never written for anything. Not only was I 
writing it now, I was responsible for what it looked like, erm, what the quality of 
the writing was, and the, and also er its sales, erm, which for a, a then twenty-
year-old Second Lieutenant was quite daunting, but Harry was a brilliant erm 
boss, and we quickly recruited two other err national servicemen: a lad from 
the Royal Service Corp, who was err good at secretarial and err administrative 
things; and an, another young gunner from the Royal Artillery who had been a, 
an engraver and was in, already been in the printing industry in civvy life; and 
there was a couple of German secretaries that the general allowed us to pinch 
from him. We formed the Quadrant office. It had already been going for about a 
year, on and off, but we now made it a regular two-week publication.  
 

A: One of the aspects of the publication, err, Chris, was to advertise the 
entertainment here for the entire fourth division. Erm, first for all: how wide 
would the geographical spread would have been for The Quadrant, so where 
would you have distributed the magazine; and then secondly, could you tell me 
a bit about the entertainment aspects that were covered in The Quadrant?  
 

B: Yes, the division was widespread. Err, err, originally it was the British Army on 
the Rhine, but by 1957, the army was going through one of its reorganisations 
and it was one of the biggest: lots of the regiments were at … beginning to 
amalgamate and National Service was going to come to an end, so the number 
of stations in BAOR began to reduce, but we had big ones in Minden, erm, 
Osnabrück, err Detmold, Iserlohn, erm …, one or two change: we had some in 
Brunswick, but they moved to two division. But there were, there were two 
divisions in Germany at the time: one was the fourth division, my division, The 
Quadrant; and the other was two division, whose magazine was The Keynotes 
because their divisional sign was crossed keys. Erm, we had, erm there’s 
supposed to be 20,000 people in a division, but because it was running down, I 
imagine, it must have got down to less than, err fewer than 15,000 by the time 
the amalgamation started. Errr, entertainment: erm, apart from the sport, which 
was fantastic, there was sport going on all the time, and as a reporter, I had to 
report or get people to report for me. Those that, I went to watch the big 



matches, but erm most of them, regimental matches, were reported to me; but 
the other thing was the, was the cinema. Erm, every station had a cinema. 
Erm, mine in Herford happened to be right outside my, my bedroom in the 
headquarters of Fourth Division, The Globe Cinema, was erm just outside the 
main gate. In Minden, it was in the one of the other barracks. The North 
Stafford soldiers had to travel elsewhere to go to the cinema, and they did. 
Every night, they were packed out, because erm they needed the 
entertainment. The programme changed every night. A really popular film 
might last two nights, but that would be called a “long run” in BAOR, so we had 
a huge number of films that were err, err distributed around the cinemas in 
Germany; and I suspect that there must have been twenty to thirty cinemas 
over the whole of the British Army on the Rhine. Erm, what happened in … for 
me was I would get the Army Kinemographic Corporation would send me some 
synopses of the next months’ films err and I would concoct along with my 
gunner and my boss, Harry Oakes, I would, would concoct a err preview, 
sounding as if I had seen the film, but I had actually never seen a single one of 
them, but reading ‘em now, erm I blanch at the sheer effrontery of err what, of 
what I was telling the soldiers, who I hope didn’t think that I was selling them 
short, err  … I felt the other thing is: they were, they were all rather literary. As 
you might expect from somebody who was going to go on to university 
afterwards, not quite what the British Tommy could understand, so I wrote erm 
much more for the undergraduate than the, the soldier, but nobody, nobody 
ever complained. So, either they didn’t read them err and went anyway; or they 
read them and thought it was a pretty good erm, pretty good preview.  
 

A: We have in front of here a entire list of what is on at the A.K.say, A.K.C. and 
“Films Coming Your Way”, and some really big erm movies here, including 
Bridge on the River Kwai. Can you actually remember watching that yourself?  
 

B: Yes, I did. I watched it in the Globe Cinema Herford, yeap. And what is 
astonishing, when I look at this list, is: there we are, in the middle of a, an 
occupied country, West Germany, with, whose army was joining ours and we 
went on exercises with and whom, where I had a number of friends, and yet,  
every week, there would be at least one war film being shown at the local 
cinema. It has only just struck me that it’s, it was, it was somewhat ironic that 
we were put, in one week, seemed to be showing the film Dunkirk, followed by 
one about the V1 bom …, the V1 bombs, erm, amazing. 
 

A: There is also an, an entry on this particular edition of Quadrant, Chris, for 
theatre and opera. Could you just give us a bit of an insight into the kind of 
theatre and opera err provisions that were either in place for the army or what 
the army offered err its solders in terms of entertainment in that direction, if any 
at all? 
 

B: Well, I’d like to think that the British tommy was a cut above everybody else, 
and relished his theatre and opera, but it was actually me. Erm, I was then and 
still am err an opera buff. And I would … and in Germany, even in those days, 
most of the cities had an opera house, unlike Britain where outside London in 
the 1950s, it was very difficult to find anybody who was doing err serious 
opera. But in Germany you could go to a number of cities. I went quite often to 
Hanover err to the opera. And I went to Berlin, but there were quite a lot of 
other places as well. Erm, theatre was mainly home-grown. Quite a lot of 
regiments felt that one of the erm welfare efforts they would make is to have 
their own regimental erm drama group or erm err music group err. Every 
regiment had, had a magnificent band in those days, so music was at, was at a 
very high level; erm and I felt that it was worth bringing to the attention of the 



soldiers at least these things were available; outside the camp gates, they 
could actually find local music and local opera, which I think was important 
because you could actually lock yourself away in a British army camp in 
Germany for two years and never know you were actually in Germany.  
 

A: Looking back at the actual cinema itself, and err recollecting that you were both 
at Herford and Minden at the, the cinemas there, can you remember how these 
cinemas actually looked, Chris, when you walked in? What, what were your 
impressions of the, of the building, if any at all?  
 

B: Yeap, there was a, a central reception area with the ticket office, very, very 
similar, I suppose, the one that comes to mind is the Odeon in Hanley err in 
Stoke-on-Trent where you went in and there was the booking office. There 
would be, erm a door, a door straight into the auditorium or you would go up 
steps, err and then you’d reach the higher level of the auditorium and then walk 
down the other side. And I think that’s what happened in Herford that you went 
up and walked down inside, in the, in the auditorium. Erm, I don’t how many it 
sit, they would seat, but it must have been two or three hundred, er, because 
they always looked extremely packed. As an officer, err, we had, in a sense, 
we had to sit at the front row; we weren’t allowed to sit where we’d liked. There 
were, there were certain conventions that you had to err observe. The front 
rows, and I think the front row, would have been the general; the second row 
would have been the colonel and the majors; and we, second lieutenants, 
would, would occupy the third and fourth row. And then, the rest: the sergeants 
used to get near the front, too, I noticed. But, err, it was very much rank-ridden, 
even in the cinema.  
 

A: Erm, can you remember smoking? Or was smoking permitted in these 
cinemas, Chris? 
 

B: Yeah, erm, it was, and there, there were … ther, ther … was quite, in a way, 
we never quite took notice of it: it just happened. People smoked and that was 
it. Erm, it was part of, of life. It’s, it is very … difficult to cast a mind back and I 
can think there must have been smoking areas, but there really weren’t. Err, 
there might have been for fire risk, but I can even remember that. I can 
remember there being pretty blue with smoke. [Chris Lowe added after the recording 

in an email from 26 April 2019: “I have given this some thought. I think now that smoking was 
banned inside the actual auditorium during film shows. My memory of smoke-filled cinemas was 
probably that smoking was allowed during the many live performances: singers, comedians. 

These, too, were always packed out]. 
 

A: The A.K.see, A.K.C. also err distributed programmes, these blue programmes. 
Do you remember actually having one of those programmes, perhaps erm on 
which you based your erm, your writings here?  
 

B: Erm, yes, we, I got, I didn’t have blue ones because there weren’t all that 
many: the, the soldiers had them. But I actually had a er a packet of err, err 
synopses that, that were sent to me at The Quadrant; and we would spend 
quite a bit of our time writing up these somewhat outrageous reviews of err 
what, of what the, the solider was about to see, so in some ways, I thought I 
knew the film by the time I’d seen it.  
 

A: And, err, in terms of getting your hands on The Quadrant, where would the 
typical solider right the way through to the officer, how would he – erm probably 
to a lesser extent to she – how would he erm get his hands on The Quadrant 
magazine and find out about, for instance, these films?  
 



B: Well, now, that’s interesting because it cost money: we had to pay a German 
printer to print roughly fifteen-hundred (1500) to two-thousand (2000) copies 
every two weeks. Erm, the British government, I don’t think, was never 
intending to pay for these fripperies, so it was the, the regiments through their 
welfare funds that you would have a regiment that you would have regiment 
who would buy 100 from us and they would distribute them: maybe 20 in the 
Officers’ Mess, 20 in the Sergeants’ Mess, ‘nd 60 into the NAAFI and into the 
canteens and the soldiers could pick them up free. They were priced at four 
pence, but I don’t think anybody paid four pence. It would have been a bit of a 
fag collecting four pences, but that was the price that we, we based the sale on 
to charge the different units.   
 

A: Looking at The Quadrant, erm Chris, what do you think this erm adds in terms 
of a contribution to knowledge to the, the history of err army entertainment in 
the 1950s.  
 

B: Well, I think it must be, err, it must be extraordinary, it is all there. Err, the 
A.K.C. not only had cinemas in err Germany, but of course all around the 
world: Hong Kong, Cyprus, wherever there, the British Army was, there would 
be a cinema. And I imagine, these same films would be shipped out to these 
other stations. They were all, all the films were quite new. They were, they 
were not old stock; they, they were, they were the new releases; and the Army 
was not being treated as second class; we got them pretty early on. And it was 
certainly a great morale booster to be able to go to the cinema, enjoy yourself 
and pass away another very pleasant evening in, for, for most soldiers. I know 
myself, that err, if we weren’t in the Officers’ Mess; if we weren’t playing 
snooker or doing Scottish dancing or playing cards, err we would look at each 
other and say: “Let’s go across the road to the cinema”. I mean, it must have 
been, in some cases, we could do three, three nights per week, if the films 
attracted us, without any trouble.  
 

A: And, on a final note now, Chris, erm, obviously, you weren’t stationed in 
Oldenburg, but you were stationed in Herford and Minden, which are actually 
quite geographically close to Oldenburg, what do you think to this erm story of 
an old A.K.see. A.K.C. cinema being erm renovated erm and being brought 
back into public life?  
 

B: I, I find that really moving ‘cause it, as soon as I heard of it, immediately the 
images of the Globe Cinema in Herford came to mind. And erm, I suppose 
many old soldiers say this: that it, that it, there were, there were good times. 
And it, it sounds very strange. You even heard people from the First World War 
saying there were some of the happy times because of the comradery. And, 
and I think the cinemas, and going along with one’s friends, seeing a film, erm 
talking about it, was one of the memories one takes away and I, err, this, this 
project seems to me to be absolutely wonderful. It’s, it’s, I gather that it is 
featuring alongside the Brandenburg Gate. Well, to my mind, it has every right 
to do so because it is embedded in thousands and thousands of ordinary 
soldiers’ consciences.  
 

A: Chris, thank you very much.  
 

B: Thank you.       
 
 



Fig. 1 to Fig 19 in this photo line-up are taken from a presentation photobook in Chris Lowe’s possession 
capturing the key people and places in the preparation, printing and distribution of The Quadrant.  

              

            

Fig. 1. Harry Coats, Chief Editor of The Quadrant Fig. 2. Staff member of the 

Quadrant “Mac” Denison  

 

      

                     
Fig. 3. Katie, article typist     Fig. 4 Assistant Editor of         Fig. 5. Harry Coats  

    The Quadrant, Chris Lowe 

 

 

Fig. 6. Chris Lowe brainstorming ideas for The Quadrant   



 
Fig. 7. “The backroom boys” hard at work on The Quadrant 

 

 
Fig. 8. Another excerpt from Chris Lowe’s presentation photobook of him and Harry Coats 

putting together ideas for the next edition of The Quadrant   



 
Fig. 9. Katie at her typewriter, typing up finished script for the next  

edition of The Quadrant   
 

 
Fig. 10. Chasing a lead, Harry Coats on the phone  



 
Fig. 11. Mail coming into The Quadrant office in Herford  

 

 
Fig. 12. Bucherei Busse, Herford, the location of the printer of The Quadrant magazine 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Fig. 13. Inside Bucherei Busse, Herford, at the linotype machine and Mr. Richter setting up 

the typeface for the next edition of The Quadrant magazine 
 

 
Fig. 14. Chris Lowe inspecting a draft of The Quadrant  
 



 
Fig. 15. The Quadrant being “put to bed” with Chris Lowe and Mac Denison looking on …  

 

       
Fig. 16. Chris Lowe checking the final copy       Fig. 17. Folding The Quadrant at the printers  

before distribution 
 

 



 
Fig. 18. Cutting the editions of The Quadrant  

 

 
Fig. 19. The Quadrant circulation figures from October 1957 to September 1958 

 



 
Fig. 20. Chris Lowe today, aged 81, wearing the tie for the North Staffordshire Regiment. 

Today, Chris is the Chair of the 5/6th Bn The North Staffordshire (The Prince of Wales's) 

Regiment Officers Dinner Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fig. 21 and 22 are scanned copies of Chris Lowe’s own personal copies of selected editions of The Quadrant, 

reprinted with his permission. As editor, it was Chris’s job to write the film reviews based on synopses sent 
from the Army Kinematic Corporation (A.K.C.) to the Quadrant office. 

 

               

Fig. 21. Sample of The Quadrant from 
June 26, 1958, published in the year that 
the Donnerschwee barracks were 
handed back to the Bundeswehr. It 
would be the first year that the Queen’s 
Parade did not take place on the 
Donnerschwee barracks, Oldenburg 

 Fig. 22. The Quadrant featured an 
entertainment section, often entitled Films 
Coming Your Way. This edition dated 
February 20, 1958 would have been the 
last edition issued before the 
Donnerschwee barracks and the AKC 
Globe were handed back to the 
Bundeswehr at the end of February 1958 

 




